LIFE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

cost of his living and the needs of his generosity, while
he was occasionally haunted by a fear lest his power of
earning should come to an end.1

During the period of his residence at Vailima he re-
turned but twice to the world of populous cities. In
the early part of 1893 he paid a visit of several weeks
to Sydney, and though as usual there he was much
confined to his room, he derived from the trip a good
deal of enjoyment. For the first time he realised that
his fame had reached the Colonies, and though no man
was ever under fewer illusions upon the point, he en-
joyed the opportunities it gave him of meeting all sorts
of people. Artists and Presbyterian ministers alike
vied in entertaining him; at Government House he was
just in time to see the last of Lord and Lady Jersey;
and by this time there were at Sydney a number of
friends in whose company he delighted, especially Dr.
Fairfax Ross and the Hon. B. R. Wise. But the event
which pleased and cheered him most was his meeting
at Auckland with Sir George Grey, with whom he had
more than one prolonged and most inspiring discussion
upon the affairs of Samoa.

In September, 1893, he came up to Honolulu for the
sake of the voyage, intending to return by the next
steamer. After a week spent there I left him apparently
quite well, and intending to sail for Samoa the next
day. But in those four-and-twenty hours he developed
pneumonia, and remained ill at Waikiki until his wife's
arrival, and they did not reach Apia again before No-
vember. It was thus a period of illness, for it began
with Ta'alolo, who had come to take care of his master,

1 Cf. Letters, ii. 284.
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